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SAIGON—As frcedom fighters, their appearance leaves
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much to be desired. They range in age from 15 to 50. Few -

arg ocutstanding phyau.al speciniens. Some have only one eye,
otbers are missing their trigger fm"crs. Twcnty per cent
of them are women.

To the disgust of the military, they don't salute. Thcy

" would never win any prizes at close-order drill. Their most

prized uniform is black pajamas, the sackcloth of the Viet-

- namese peasant. They wear no insignia of rank.

A bright young American captain who was sent out to .

" look them over came back to Saigon totally unimpressed.

Some soldiers, he reported. All they do is stand around and

_ yak and sweep floors and yak and repair. bndges and yak

_ and bathe bab1es and yak -and work in the nce paddles and
yak. ‘

Yet this ragged army of undersized cmhans xs one of the
chic? hopes of winning the Vieinumese war and building a
nation where none cxisted before:

They are a terror to the Viet'Cong, a pillar of str rength

“to the much-abused Vietnamese peasant and the pride of the

Americans who helped create the force.

Until something better comes along, they arc the answer
wars of national liberation,” Their poten-

to Commumst—run
tial extends far beyond the borders of Viet Nam. For, if
they succeed here—and they have—there is no good reason
why they shouldn't succeed in other underdeveloped countries

-where Communist insurgency rears its head. -

’ T’ney are being turned out of the training camps at. a rate .

They are the People’s Action Teams, 40-man bands of

higaly motivated, heavily armed, anti-Communist fighters

who double as destroyers and builders, killers and do-gooders.
To those who know them best they are the PATs. ‘They

t b
Cgrail,

may expect too much too sooun. -

IN A COUNTRY that is littered "with dlscarded plans
for winning the war, the PATs are unique. They are

success, perhaps the only success the Americans can claim ‘
in a war better known for its failures. -

Perhaps the best testimonial to the success of the PAT
program is the elbowing and jostling that goes on at team
meetings in Saigon as various U.S. agencies try to take
‘credit for it
~ Each agency—the embassy, the U.S. military command
the U.S. Agency for International D\,velopment mxssxon, the
U.S. Information Service—has had a hand in the pie. But

. it is the Central Intelligence Agency that inspired and backed »
the program from the start and, equally important, put up

the money for it.

CIA is curxously demrure about its role in the PAT pro-
_ its passion for anonymity strug gles with a desire for '
recognition for a ]ob well done. There is also the fear that

" if the CIA role is known, similar countermsurg\,ncy cam-

paigns that might be underiaken in other countries would
be viewed as something sinister because of the CIA label.

- The fact is that cveryono who knows anytl}ﬂ_g__g?o_g&w the _

PAT program knows that . CIA is. behmd it
“FOR YZARS WE HAVE been looking for the handle,

- the gimmick or whatever yoi want to call it, to Commupist

insurgency,” said a CIA man. “It was there all along but we

failed to recognize. it.”

He was-referring to the fact that the PAT program is a
shameless steal from Communist guerrilla warfarc, turned .
against the very men who perfected it.

"This worries the Americans not at all. Says Frank Sco:tcya,

a.bright and brash 27-vear-old from Needham, Mass,-who

are the core of the massive pacification’, program that was - _played a key role in making the PATs what they are today:
. & primary topic of conversation durmg President Johnson's
. talks with South Vietnamese leaders in IHowoltlu this weck.

Today there are nearly 20,000 PAT members in South
Viet Nam. By the end of the war, there will be 30,000,

of 4,000 every 10 weeks.

Their primary function is to move into “gray” arens at'ter

. allied military forces have driven main-force Viet Cong units
out and then to reclaim the area for the Saigon government,
. It is a slow and tedious process and it 1s a source of cooncern

“After ail, the Communists stole the atomic bomb from

us. Why should we be squeamish about stealing people’s
~wariare from theni?” .
The PATs are faught to kill—but with love rather than

hate. It is immoral to kill with bate, they are told,
The- eight principles Mao Tze-tung enunciated for the

Chinese Communists’ celebrated long march have been lifted
. bodily. .

They are.
© Speak politely and truthfully
e Pay a- taxr pnce for what you buy.
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A typical member of the Vietnamese Pcople’s Action Team-
' Taught to kill with love rather than hate

,° " @ Return everything you borrow. < ;
** @ Pay for anything you damage. . S
© Don’t mistreat the people. T ‘%_

© Don’t damage, crops. ) R S ,.

@ Don't rape the women, T S C

© Treat captives kindly. ' : R

“If there was a copyright on this sort of thing we _cohld
;. get-sued,” says Scotton, ' P :
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